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mankind will be better able to regulate the system of e tails, when the evil of too much land being locked up 1 them is felt, than we can do at present when it is not felt. I mentioned Dr. Adam Smith's book on The Wealth t Nations1, which was just published, and that Sir John Pring had observed to me, that Dr. Smith, who had never been trade, could not be expected to write well on that subje any more than a lawyer upon physick. JOHNSON. ' He mistaken, Sir: a man who has never been engaged in tra himself may undoubtedly write well upon trade, and the is nothing which requires more to be illustrated by philos phy than trade does. As to mere wealth, that is to SE money, it is clear that one nation or one individual cann increase its store but by making another poorer: but tra procures what is more valuable, the reciprocation of t peculiar advantages of different countries. A mercha seldom thinks but of his Own particular trade. To write good book upon it, a man must have extensive views. is not necessary to have practised, to write well upon a si ject.' I mentioned law as a subject on which no man coi write well without practice. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, in Ei land, where so much money is to be got by the practice the law, most of our writers upon it have been in practic though Blackstone had not been much in practice when published his Commentaries. But upon the Continent, t
esty's subjects except in Scotland, where the legal fiction of fine < recovery is unknown. It is a privilege so proud, that I should th it would be proper to have the exercise of it dependent on the re prerogative. It seems absurd to permit the power of perpetual their representation, to men, who having had no eminent merit, h truly no name. The King, as the impartial father of his people, wo never refuse to grant the privilege to those who deserved it. B
WELL.
1 Boswell wrote to Temple about six weeks later:—' Murphy s he has read thirty pages of Smith's Wealth, but says he shall read more; Smith, too, is now of Our Club. It has lost its select me Letters of Boswell, p. 233. Johnson can scarcely have read Smith he did, it made no impression on him. His ignorance on many po as to what constitutes the wealth of a nation remained as deep as e
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